


















Land Ownership 

feasibility study for a 

UPPER RED LAKE STATE PARK 
Beltrami County, Minnesota 

PRIVATE 8 INDIAN LANDS 
TO BE PURCHASED 

GOVERNMENT OWNED LANDS 

BUILDING LOCATION 

RECREATION DEMAND, BENEFITS 
AND REVENUE 

The following is a summary of an economic study pre­
pared for the proposed Upper Red Lake State Park. 

1. Attendance in Minnesota state parks will probably 
increase from less than four million man-days in 
1966 to about six million man-days in 1980, roughly 
a 50% increase. 

2. Attendance will increase in cycles rather than 
steadily from year to year. 

3. Population in Minnesota and the Upper Midwest 
is expected to increase one-third between 1960 and 
1980. 

4. Personal consumption expenditures per person per 
year increased from $1430 in 1950 to $1809 in 
1964, and will probably continue to increase at the 
same rate to 1980. 

5. Tourists in northern Minnesota appear to have 
one to two weeks available for vacation and should 
have no difficulty in reaching and using the pro­
posed Upper Red Lake State Park. 

6. If the proposed state park is established and facil­
ities completed in the next ten years, the man-day 
attendance per year should average about 54, 754. 

7. The present daily expenditure of tourists in the 
Red Lake area is about $8.63 per person. 

8. The total tourist expenditures for 54, 754 man-days 
at $8.63 is $472,527. This would be the major eco­
nomic value of the proposed park. 

9. The total direct revenue to the state from camp­
site revenues and sales would be about $20,400 per 
year. 

LAND AVAILABILITY 

Of the 2,928.6 acres proposed for the state park, 2,476.2 
acres are presently state owned or county tax forfeit 
properties. This includes more than one mile of state 
owned beach and lake frontage property. Private lands 
recommended for acquisition total only 452.4 acres, in­
cluding 80 acres of land belonging to the Red Lake In­
dian Band which should be purchased or exchanged. 

This land has been appraised at a fair market value of 
$225,344 with an estimated annual tax loss of only 
$381.08. Considering the aesthetic qualities and excellent 
wilderness environment with more than three miles of 
beautiful sand beach, the cost of acquiring the privately 
owned lands is most reasonable. This land would also 
be most essential in properly developing a park on this 
site. An annual tax loss of less than $400 would be offset 
many times over every year from projected revenue 
which the park would receive from visitors. 

KANSAS CITY RESORT and one private seasonal cabin 
are the only improved properties within the proposed 
Upper Red Lake State Park. 
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